
THE PENNSYLVANIA JEWISH COALITION 

Suite 401 B 800 North Third Street Harrisburg, PA 17102     Tel: (717)920.0734   Fax: (717)232.7005   
www.pajewishcoalition.org 

 
 

 
            
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Officers 
Michael Sand 
Chairman 
Harrisburg 
 
Matt Handel 
Vice-Chairman 
Philadelphia 
 
Joan Krechmer 
Secretary 
York 
 
Leonard Cooper, Esq. 
Treasurer 
Philadelphia 
 
Mayda Roth 
Vice-Treasurer 
Pittsburgh 
 
Hank Butler 
Executive Director 
 
Board of Directors 
Robert Neidorff 
Bill Wallen 
Altoona 
 
Janine Dreyfus 
Erie 
 
Steve Aaron 
Jay Steinberg 
Harrisburg 
 
Dr. Gordon Goldberg 
Barry Halper 
Bunnie Piltch 
Lehigh Valley 
 
David Fallk Esq. 
Joseph Fisch 
Mark Silverberg 
Northeastern Pennsylvania 
 
Jay Spector 
Philadelphia 
 
Jeff Cohan 
Mark Frank, Esq. 
Pittsburgh 
 
Judith Kraines 
Reading 
 
Howard Grossman 
Steven P. Roth, Esq. 
Wilkes-Barre 
 
Elliot Weinstien  
York 
 
Past Chairpersons 
James Rosenstein, Esq. 
Philadelphia 
Ruth Laibson, Philadelphia 
Edward H. Merves, Esq., 
Philadelphia** 
Steven Irwin, Esq. Pittsburgh 
Louis W. Fryman, Esq., 
Philadelphia 
Honorable Dan Frankel, 
Pittsburgh 
Paul Minkoff, Esq., Philadelphia 
Allen Heisler, Reading 
Frederick Frank, Esq., Pittsburgh 
Arnold Silvers, Esq. 
Philadelphia** 
Harold Bigler, Pittsburgh 
Barton Hertzbach, Esq. 
Philadelphia 
** of Blessed Memory 
 

PENNSYLVANIA LEGISLATIVE SESSION 2009–2010 
PJC LEGISLATIVE PRIORITY SURVEY 

 
The Pennsylvania Jewish Coalition (PJC) needs your help to determine the legislative issues that are 
important to the Jewish Communities throughout Pennsylvania.  Your assistance will enable the PJC to 
be focused and driven in our efforts to increase our advocacy efforts to advance legislative issues of 
importance to the Pennsylvania Jewish Federations and Communities. 

Please rate each issue on a scale of 1 (Highest Priority) to 5 (Lowest Priority) 
 

_____ Energy: Encourage Alternative Energy Development and Use and Energy Conservation 
 
HUMAN SERVICES    

_____ Increased Funding for Our Social Service Agencies 
     _____ Sustain funding for our Social Service Agencies 
     _____ Increase funding needs of safety net programs given increased needs in economic downturn  
_____ Assistance for Low Income Families (LIHEAP) 
_____ Assistance for Special Needs Populations (Adults/ Children) (i.e. MH/ MR, Autism, etc.)  
_____ Improve Food and Shelter Assistance for Individuals in Need 
 
AGING 
_____ Encouraging and Promoting Aging in Place Programs 
_____ Promoting and Developing Naturally Occurring Retirement Communities (NORC) 
_____ Improve Medicaid/ Medicare Funding 
_____ Improve Services for Senior Adults  
_____ Kosher Food Pantry Assistance – Senior Centers/ Nursing Homes 
_____ Promote Safeguards to protect senior adults from physical or financial abuse 
 
CHILD DEVELOPMENT 
_____ Increase Education Improvement Tax Credits (EITC) 
_____ Support Pre-Kindergarten and private educational programs 
_____ Improvements to Foster Care Programs 
_____ Improvements to Child Care Programs 
  

SOCIAL JUSTICE 
_____ Support Divestment From Companies Operating and Investing in Iran and Sudan  
_____ Oppose Immigration Discrimination (Immigration Reform Promoting Discrimination/ Hate) 
_____  Promote Tolerance in Our Society – Oppose Intolerance and Crimes of Hate 
 
Please list other issues that you wish the PJC to advocate: ________________________ 
______________________________________________________________________ 
______________________________________________________________________ 
 

Please return this survey to the PJC by Friday December 19, 2008 at 12:00pm  
Fax: 717.232.7005  E-Mail: hank@pajewishcoalition.org 
Address: Suite 401B 800 North Third St.  Harrisburg, PA 17102 

 
Thank you in advance for your time and assistance.  Your input will enable the PJC to focus our efforts 
to increase the Jewish Communities’ advocacy efforts to advance our legislative agenda in 
Pennsylvania.  
 
Name: _______________________ Federation/ Community: ____________________ 


